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The 3rd Annual Japan Bowl® of California will take place in spring of 2015 at the
Bellarmine College of Liberal Arts at Loyola Marymount University.

This Study Guide describes the format, content, and rules of the Japan Bowl® of
California competition. It also describes who is eligible to compete. The Study Guide’s
purpose is to help students and teachers form teams and prepare for the 2015
competition.

An Administrative Guide will be issued in Fall 2014, after all administrative
arrangements for the 2015 competition have been made. The Administrative Guide will
describe the application process and payment procedures.

Please read this Study Guide carefully. In the months before the competition, the Japan
Bowl® of California Committee (JBCC) might make some changes to the information
contained in this guide. JBCC will inform all participants promptly of any changes that
are made. Inquiries should be sent by email to Kay Amano, Programs Director, Japan
America Society of Southern California at amano@jas-socal.org.

What’s New for 2015

a. There are additional kanji in the kaniji lists.

b. Affective expressions will be included in the Japan Bowl, but not used for individual
questions in the Championship Rounds.

c. Commonly used aisatsu that students at each level are expected to know are given
in Section 4.9.
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1. What is the Japan Bowl?

In 1992, to make the study of Japan and the Japanese language both challenging and
enjoyable, the Japan-America Society of Washington, D.C., launched the National Japan
Bowl®, an annual competition that recognizes and encourages the nearly 50,000 high
school students across the United States who have chosen to study Japanese as their
foreign language. Over the years, the National Japan Bowl® has grown to become the
pre-eminent venue for demonstrating American students’ knowledge of Japan, its
language, its history, and its culture, focusing a national spotlight on the close,
longstanding relationship between the two countries and their people.

The Japan Bowl® of California is be modeled on the National Japan BowlI®. Given that
one-third, or approximately 15,000, of all high school students studying Japanese in the
U.S. live and go to school in California, Japan Bowl® of California promises to be one of
the most important regional contests of its kind.

The purpose of the Japan Bowl® is to recognize and encourage the nearly 50,000 high
school students across the United States who have chosen Japanese as their foreign
language, and to make the study of Japan and the Japanese language both challenging
and enjoyable. JASSC also hopes that the students will continue to study Japanese during
their university years and to have a “Japan connection” in their adult lives, whether in
business, academia, the arts, or public service, so they can become future leaders of the
U.S. relationship with Japan.

In addition to being an outstanding opportunity for students of Japanese language and
culture to meet one another, immerse themselves in all things Japanese for a day, and
publicly demonstrate the depth of their knowledge of Japan, the Japan Bowl® of California
will serve as a preliminary round for the National Japan Bowl®, with the winning team
representing California in the national championship.

At the conclusion of the Japan Bowl® of California competition, the winning Level III and
IV teams will be declared California Champions, and the Level IV Champions will be
awarded a trip to compete in the National Japan Bowl® on April 9-10, 2015.



2. Participation

2.1 Levels

The Japan Bowl is open to full-time students who are currently enrolled in Levels III and
IV Japanese language classes at a high school in the United States, whether in regular or
block schedule classes. These levels correspond to the equivalent level of high school
Japanese language study:

Level III Students enrolled in third year high school-level Japanese language study
Level IV Students enrolled in fourth year high school-level Japanese language
study or in AP Japanese

Please note that these levels are based on the course level, and not the number of years
that a student has studied Japanese in high school. For example, a high school
sophomore who began Japanese language study in elementary or junior high school
might be studying with high school seniors in Level IV and therefore would be eligible for
the Level IV team. However, that student could not participate as a member of a Level 11
or Level III team, because that is below his/her current level of study.

2.2 Team Formation

a. Each school may send up to 2 teams at each level.
b. All team members must be formally studying Japanese at the same high school.

c. A team must consist of two or three students. One student is not a team. Japan
Bowl of California Committee (JBCC) strongly encourages schools to form a team
of three students instead of two.”

2.3 Student Eligibility
The following rules about Japanese language education and experience govern eligibility:

a. Students who are native speakers of Japanese or who use Japanese at home are
not eligible to compete.

b. Students who have spent more than a total of three months in Japan on a study or
home-stay program or who have had other significant exposure to the Japanese
language outside the high school curriculum are not eligible to compete.

c. Participation is permitted at one level higher than the student’s current high school
level of Japanese studies, but is not permitted at any level lower than his/her
current level.

* A Japanese kotowaza says, “Sannin yoreba, Monju no chie / Three people together have the
wisdom of Monju.”



3.

3.1

. If a student participates in the Japan Bowl at one level higher than the one at

which he/she is currently enrolled, that student will not be eligible to compete in a
future Japan Bowl at the same or a lower level.

. Students taking the AP Japanese Language and Culture course are eligible to

compete in the 2015 competition at Level IV.

Competition Format, Rules, and Schedule

Draft Schedule for 2015

This is a draft schedule and is subject to change. It is provided early to assist you in
planning your visit to the 2015 Japan Bowl of California. We will notify participants of any

changes.
8:00 - 9:00 am Registration & Continental Breakfast
9:05 - 9:20 am Opening Ceremony
9:20 - 9:30 am Break
9:30 - 10:15 am First Round
10:15 - 10:30 am Break
10:30 - 11:15 pm Second Round
11:15-12:00 pm LMU Campus Tour
12:00 - 1:00pm Lunch
1:00 - 2:00 pm Cultural Events & Workshops
2:00 - 2:15 pm Championship Round — Rules
2:15 - 3:00 pm Championship Round — Level III
3:15-4:00 pm Championship Round — Level IV
4:00 - 4:30 pm Awards and Closing Ceremony
3.2 First and Second Preliminary Rounds - Format and Rules

At the 2015 Japan Bowl, there will be two Preliminary Rounds.

Each team will be placed at a table in one large room and compete with all other
teams at the same level.

The First and Second Rounds are closed to the general public, except that teachers,
chaperones, and others who have pre-registered will be admitted, based on
available space.

25 questions (worth 1 point each) will be presented in each Round.

All questions will be projected, using PowerPoint slides, on a large screen.

American and Japanese moderators (native speakers) will read the questions.

Each question will indicate how the answer should be given: in English, in hiragana,
in kanji, etc. (See the list of answer icons below.)

Students should write their answers clearly and legibly on the team answer sheet.
At the end of the each round, students MUST put their pens and pencils down and
stop writing when told to do so by the moderator. Failure to do so may result in
disqualification from the competition.



Correct answers will be given at the end of each round in order to reinforce the
learning experience through participation in the Japan Bowl. Students may take
notes during the answer review session.

ANSWER ICONS

EN English

JP Any combination of Japanese (kanji,
hiragana, katakana - but not romaji)

Vb hiragana

hr katakana

P kanji
ABC Multiple choice
RO romaji for Japanese names*

123 Western numerals

*Any commonly-used variant of romaji can be used. For
example, Tokyo can be written as “Tokyo” or “Toukyou.”
A newspaper can be “shinbun” or “shimbun.” A map can
be “chizu” or “tizu.”

Rules for the First and Second Rounds

W N

Questions will be read only once, except for Japanese comprehension questions,
which will be read twice.

Conferring among team members is allowed.

All teams must write their answers clearly and legibly on the team answer sheet.
Any member of a team may write the answer(s) to the question. As described
above, the slide will give the “answer icon,” and the moderator also will state in
which language form the answer should be written.

There is a 30-second time limit for answering each question. However, 60 seconds
will be allotted for questions that require translation from English to Japanese. The
clock begins when the moderator has finished reading the question. The
timekeeper will call a “"10 seconds” warning. At the end of the allocated time, the
timekeeper will call “time,” and the slide will advance to the next question.
Although you may keep working on questions after the time has expired, you will
run the risk of missing the next question.

There is no partial credit for partially correct or incomplete! answers.

There is no penalty for an incorrect response or an incomplete answer.

When answering in full sentences in Japanese, teams must use the polite forms (T
9-%7), unless otherwise instructed.

! For examples of incomplete answers, see the box on the next page.
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Any answers that are difficult for the judges to read or identify may result in an
incorrect answer. Therefore, be sure to write your answers in clear, large letters.

Examples of Incomplete or Partial Answers

Japanese Moderator: /IR WA — M ZE WK LT,

English Moderator: What did the older brother buy? Answer in English.
Answer: The correct answer is "a black motorbike, motorcycle, motor scooter,
etc. - something that indicates that it is propelled by a motor. If you say or write
just the word "bike," your answer is incomplete, because the English word “bike”
can also mean a pedaled bicycle. You also must include the color of the bike
(black) to make it a complete response.

English Moderator: In the Japanese calendar, what year is this? Answer in
Japanese.

Answer: A correct answer must include "Heisei," the number, and "nen," to
demonstrate that you know not just the number of the year but also the name of
the reign (Heisei) and the standard term ("nen") used in Japanese when
expressing the year.

Key point: Be as specific, accurate, and complete as you can !

Championship Round - Format and Rules

. The combined scores from the First and Second Rounds will determine which three

teams at each level advance to the Championship Rounds.

If there is a tie among the top five teams, the JBCC will review the teams' answers
to five pre-determined questions, covering both language and non-language topics,
to determine the top five teams.

The results will be announced after the cultural activities.

If all members of a team qualifying for the Championship Round are not present at
the time of announcement, the next runner-up team will replace the team that is
missing its member(s).

. The Championship Rounds will be conducted on stage, using a quiz show format.
. The scores from the First and Second Rounds will not be carried over to the

Championship Round. The competition winners will be determined solely by the
team score in the Championship Round.

. The Championship Rounds are open to the public, so students, friends, and family

are welcome to attend.




Types of Questions

The National Championship Round will focus on Japanese language communication skills
and knowledge of Japan, using three types of questions:

1. Toss-Up Questions - 15 questions, 5 points per question, total 75 points.

2. Individual Communication Questions - one question per student, 5 points
each, total possible team score is 15 points.

3. Team Questions - 10 questions, 10 points per question, total 100 points

Rules for the Toss-Up Questions

8.

9.

1. There will be 15 questions.
2.
3. Any student on the team may answer a toss-up question, but each student may

Conferring among students is not allowed.

answer up to 5 questions. Once the maximum number of questions is reached by
a student, other team members may buzz in and answer, without conferring other
students. A student must ring the buzzer to signal, and only that student may
answer.

A student must wait to be called on before answering. After the timekeeper
determines the order in which students signaled, the moderator will call on the first
student who signaled. Answers given prior to being called on will not be accepted.
If students from different teams signal simultaneously, the students involved will
be asked to write their answer, without conferring with their teammates.

When a student signals before the moderator finished reading the question, the
moderator will stop reading. The remainder of the question will not be read.

The student may answer only once and cannot change his/her answer. The first
answer is final. Each judge will record what he/she heard, and the decision
whether to declare the answer correct will be based on what a majority of the
judges heard.

If two students answer incorrectly, the moderator will repeat the question once.
Any student from the remaining team may then signal and answer the question.
If no team provides the correct answer, the moderator will provide the answer.

10.If no team signals after the moderator has asked or repeated a question, the

moderator will give the answer and then move on to the next question.

11.When answering in full sentences in Japanese, students must use the polite forms

(T - £79), unless otherwise instructed.

12.Scoring:

(1) Each correct answer is worth 5 points.

(2) There is no partial credit for partially correct answers.

(3) A team will not receive credit for a correct answer if its members conferred.

(4) If students from different teams signal simultaneously, all students with the
correct answer will be awarded full points.

(5) If a student signals after the moderator has read the entire question, there
is no penalty for an incorrect response.
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(6) If a student signals before the moderator has completed reading the
question and then answers incorrectly, his/her team will be penalized 5
points. If a student from second team also sighaled before the moderator
completed reading the question and then answers incorrectly, his/her team
will also be penalized 5 points.

Rules for the Individual Communication Questions

1.

2.

W

Each team member will select a numbered card, drawn by lottery. Students then
will be called on to answer in numerical order.

A PowerPoint slide will appear for each number. It will contain a well-known
Japanese idiomatic expression (ki and kokoro), or an onomatopoeic expression.
The team member must use that expression or idiom in a sentence or two to
demonstrate that he/she fully understands its meaning.

Conferring among students is not allowed.

Each student will have a total of 60 seconds within which to prepare his/her
answer and to say it. If a student has not started to speak after 30 seconds have
passed, the timekeeper will say, “30 seconds.”

The student should speak clearly and loudly into the microphone. The judges may
not ask the student to repeat.

A group of native speaker judges will decide whether the student has clearly and
accurately communicated the answer in Japanese. They will use a maru-batsu, yes
or no decision, with the majority decision to prevail.

Each question is worth 5 points, so there are 15 possible points per team. If the
team has only two members, the average of the two scores will be multiplied by 3
to determine the team score.

Rules for the Team Questions

nhwne

NOo

There will be 10 team questions. Each question is worth 10 points.

The same question will be asked to all teams simultaneously.

Questions are read only once.

Conferring among team members is allowed.

All teams must provide their answers in writing. Any member of the team may
write the answer(s) to the question.

After a question is read, each team must write its answer on the white board.
There is a 30-second time limit to answer each question. The clock begins when
the moderator has finished reading the question. The timekeeper will call a “10
seconds” warning. At the end of the allocated time, the timekeeper will call “time,”
and the team must show its white board.

There is no partial credit for partially correct answers. There is no penalty for an
incorrect response.

When answering in full sentences in Japanese, students must use the polite forms
(T - £7), unless otherwise instructed.

10.Any answers that are difficult for the judges to read or identify may result in an

incorrect answer. Therefore, please be sure your handwriting is large and clear.
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4. 2015 Japan Bowl Topics and Questions

The Japan Bowl tests both language and non-language topics. In 2015, the Japan Bowl
will challenge students on the topics described in this section.

4.1 Japan Knowledge (Language Topics)

Some recently-published books are good resources for the special language topics
covered each year. We recommend them because they provide good English explanations
of common Japanese expressions, which are often hard for students to grasp.

An excellent reference on Japanese idioms and especially kotowaza is 101 Japanese
Idioms, by Michael L. Maynard and Senko K. Maynard. A revised edition was published
by McGraw-Hill in 2009 and is available from Amazon.com for $14.95. It includes a 90-
minute CD with dialogues.

An excellent reference forlM=F#:E (yojijukugo) is Kanji de Manga's Yojijukugo,
Amazon.com sells it for $9.99.

An excellent reference for onomatopoeia is Jazz Up Your Japanese with Onomatopoeia,
by Hiroko Fukuda, published by Kodansha International in 2003 and sold by Amazon.com
for $12.26.

Unfortunately, the only reference that we have found for affective expressions is out of
print, although it is available from used book sellers. It is Ronald Suleski and Masada
Hiroko's Affective Expressions in Japanese ( H AZE@&i5# B0 F4]) , which was published
by The Hokuseido Press in 1982. Amazon.com lists a number of used copies for sale,
starting at $8.50.

4.2 Japan Knowledge (Non-Language Topics)

The chart on the next page lists the categories from which non-language questions will
be drawn over the next three years. These categories should act as a curriculum guide
for students to develop their knowledge of Japan over a three-year period. In 2015 non-
language questions will come from the column marked “Year 2 (2015),” which is
highlighted in yellow.

Note to students and teachers: JBCC encourages students to pursue the study of the
non-language topics with their team-mates and to learn from a variety of reliable sources.
That is what the most successful National Japan Bowl teams have done over the years.

JBCC suggests that students familiarize themselves with the material on Web-Japan
(http://web-japan.org). Another good source of information on Japan is Nipponia
Magazine, which is available on-line at http://web-



http://web-japan.org/
http://web-japan.org/nipponia/archives/en/index.html
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japan.org/nipponia/archives/en/index.html. Daily reports on current events in Japan can
be found at http://www.newsonjapan.com.

Some useful reference books are:
o Kodansha’s Japan at a Glance: HAE % Z & Fil

o The JTB series The Illustrated Guide to Japan and Japan in Your Pocket (available
through www.jptrading.com)

o Are Japanese Cats Left-Handed? and Who Invented Natto? , written by Yoko
Toyozaki, Stuart Varnam-Atkin, and Sawada Gumi (IBC Publishing)

o The Anime Companion: What’s Japanese in Japanese Animation? by Gilles Poitras
(Stone Bridge Press)

o Shikitari: Unfolding Japanese Tradition, available through Amazon.com

o Annual Events in Japan (2 volumes), by Noriko Takano and translated by Reiko
Matano and Margaret Breer (Ehon House Publishing)

o Fodor’s Exploring Japan: Discover the Country’s Cultural and Historical Treasures,
Pastimes, and Pleasures, 6" Edition (2008)
There are many on-line resources about the history of medieval (or feudal) Japan. For

example:

http://afe.easia.columbia.edu/at/md japan/mj03.html

http://www.etap.org/demo/grade?7 history/lesson5/instructiontutor last.html

http://www.facts-about-japan.com/feudal-japan.html



http://web-japan.org/nipponia/archives/en/index.html
http://www.newsonjapan.com/
http://www.jptrading.com/
http://afe.easia.columbia.edu/at/md_japan/mj03.html
http://www.etap.org/demo/grade7_history/lesson5/instructiontutor_last.html
http://www.facts-about-japan.com/feudal-japan.html
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Non-Language Topics and Categories: Three-Year Cycle

Year 1 (2014)

Year 2 (2015)

Year 3 (2016)

History Medieval/Feudal Era Edo/Tokugawa Era The Modern Era
(1185-1603): well- (1603-1868): well- (1868-present):
known events, known events, well-known events,
people, and terms people, and terms people, and terms

Arts and Performing Arts, Visual Arts, including | Literary Arts,

Culture (both | including kabuki, painting and prints, including famous

traditional bunraku, noh, sculpture, ceramics, authors and novels;

and modern)

kyogen, theater and
drama, traditional
music, tea ceremony

handicrafts, ikebana,
and architecture

literary forms,
children's folk tales

Geography
and the
Economy

Topography, regions,
major islands,
prefectures; major
cities, mountains,
seas, lakes, rivers,
etc.

Nature and the
environment, flora
and fauna,
agriculture and
fisheries

Japan's economy and
industry, including
famous companies,
transportation, work
life, and
demographics

Daily Life and

Rites of life (birth,

Festivals, holidays,

Food, drink, clothing,

Society school, marriage, seasonal events, housing, things in
death, etc.), religion, | celebrations and around Japanese
daily manners and homes
aisatsu, body
language and
gestures

Popular The martial arts and Japanese youth Information Society:

Culture sports culture, including broadcasting,

anime, manga, and newspapers and

popular music magazines,
advertising, internet,
telecommunications

Current Events and developments in Japanese politics, society, economics,

Events and international affairs during the past year, plus basic knowledge
of Japan's government and national symbols

US-Japan The US-Japan connection: interaction between the two countries in

relations the topics listed above
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Non-Language Topics and Categories: Three-Year Cycle

Year 1 (2014)

Year 2 (2015)

Year 3 (2016)

JES Sea / =ErT/ L RE: iR, KRIE. BEFD, PRk
A - BRI M/ AN/ HokFER L (SR
W/ N R E W/ N R E
=T & 3Tk B = PR 20T S BAREZR/N
(B L OB | REEA, SCES, BE. JE | faml, HihRe. ). B | #i. SCroRBEA, &=
REY) =. B, EEL i | ey, L=, AUTAE. & | 55 REEEE e
B, REEET RKraie
HhE b R M, Hik, B, BREE. @Y. H AR ORE & P
TEAR g, il #B R, A FhA3E, AZmgE. T
Ml g 7R e, FAE, NOHET
HEAEE LS BRI G, A | &, B H, R THE. | EYw. Kk, £E. B
T, FERR 23K AKOZETHRHLNDHD
E) . R BEO~
T IRV,
VAT ¥ —
Ry TINF ¥ — | AR—>, H= BHEXE, T=A, & fEMAb 2
H, Rt'aT—FH TLE, TU4, #HiE.
MERE, IR, A2 —x
v o fE
R AT GBITEOREE « BR, tha, &R, ERRBEfR

HARDEUN, BUnlZE T D AT

H K BALR

FFRO My 7128 5 B KER
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4.4 Kanji - Reading and Writing

Students should be able to read and write these kanji and give their meanings in
English. Note: Some kanji, but not all, used in the Japan Bowl will come from these lists.
Students should also be able to read and write kanji compounds formed by kanji in this
list.

Level III:

— - = Y En N +t J\ Ju + H T JJ =
H H K K /N & + fig 5 i3 H o = i
far  WF i o mT # o m x*x £ v £ A
A B T R + %5 IR B LT TR 7 S - S &
N it e B’ 7N th AN s £ 7 = H, = R
17 K H A M i A R (L JII 5 i3 LA
/S H 3'e z= 4 1k 1E AV FL 1% P K Jis 3]
HooR &K & B K £ R X N F B M Al
£3] Bl R [if] AT I 12 T i) R H HoH
H H F Js g (LS Fr IS It Uz GEA 55 [A]
5t H 7 mooMk o o B R F H B R
* B * & i 7| i 1/ B B i I =)
il A R L H) ] B R 57 e = fity 78 i
A4 N s L I w8l < o = it LA # =
b. kanji compounds composed of those in the above list, including, for example:

AR ARk A KE KH AT AR

XEF EW) AETE Yyak s ]

Level 1IV:

a. the following kanji as well as the Level III list:

LA VS Hh 7S 18 ik % 23 i = /e e
H»eooooEm 51 El Eil U=R O - S S 7 R - <
= . I % 2 154 D o b 1 Ad f
&t = ¥ ft == . ®w E FH ™ B E
S H T Koo Rl N | JE woOfE A
x £ ®H B A @B = L ¥oooF ¥ #s &

b. kanji compounds composed of the kanji in the Level III and IV lists, including:

{E R ARH SRV KR #HifE
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4.5 Topics, Family, and Place Names in Kanji

Students should be able to read and pronounce (but not write) the following kanji
compounds.

4.5.1 This Year’s Topics in Kanji

The following kanji compounds are words that correspond to some of this year’s non-
language topics (see the chart in Section 4.1).

Level I1I should be able to read, pronounce, and know the meaning of the
following words and concepts:

VAW S AV VL | BT vie SR /< & S E
fE W BHE BE HORRBIR

Level IV should be able to read, pronounce, and know the meaning of the
following words and concepts, plus those in the Level III list:

=TT 17U : TR 5 T TR = P 3

4.5.2 Family Names in Kanji

These are some of the most common family names in Japan.

Students in Level III should be able to read and pronounce the following family
names:

Tanaka H Yamada I Yamaguchi  [liA
Nakamura Hpt Kimura AFF Hayashi ZZS
Honda K H Takahashi =8 Yamamoto  [UA
Matsumoto (/AN Inoue H Kobayashi IR
Yoshida = H Matsushita AT

Students in Level IV should be able to read and pronounce the following family
names, in addition to the family names listed for Level III:

Sato e e Watanabe 3] Ito Fik
Kato g Sasaki e e R Shimizu 157K
Suzuki AR Nomura B



4.5.3 Place Names in Kanji

Students at Level I1II should be able to read and pronounce the following place

names:

Cities of Japan

Tokyo
Osaka
Nagoya
Sapporo
Sendai

Major Islands of Japan

Honshu
Shikoku
Okinawa

Oceans and Seas

Pacific Ocean (Taiheiyo)

Regions of Japan

Kanto
Tohoku
Chugoku

[
A i
TS
i
i

4l
pufE

THRE
K

il
ol
flips!

Kyoto
Yokohama
Fukuoka
Hiroshima

Kyushu
Hokkaido

i
T
fa
oy

—L
[of
=

AL

C
W =
”

Sea of Japan (Nihonkai)  HAJfE

Kansai
Chubu

o

Fl Pﬁﬂ

Students at Level IV should be able to read and pronounce the following place

names, in addition to the place names listed for Level III:

Cities of Japan

Kobe
Nara
Nagasaki

Prefectures of Japan

Kanagawa
Hyogo

o
W& e T

HE|
SR

Kawasaki
Nikko

Aichi

1%
Ik



Mountains, peninsulas, seas

Mt Fuji i
Izu P
Airports

Narita Ry

Well-known areas of Tokyo

Ginza U
Ueno R
Akihabara FEBUEL
Asakusa HE

4.6 Katakana
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Alps A7 L7 A
Inland Sea (Seto Naikai) ¥ [ &

Haneda P

Shinjuku Frifi
Shibuya HES
Harajuku UF

Teams will be asked to give the English equivalent of Japanese words written in katakana.

Here are some examples:

FILSA B
VAT
AF v a
F ¥ R
RH

Part-time work
Turn signal
Mexico

Channel

Button or peony

Students also will be expected to write some English words in katakana, as the Japanese
commonly use and write them. Here are some examples:

France
Television
Germany
Taxi

7T A
FLE
kA
47—
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4.7 Idiomatic Japanese

The Japan Bowl rotates idiomatic expressions from the following categories
over a three-year cycle. The yellow box highlights the topics for 2015.

2016 2014 2015
Idiomatic | Japanese proverbs, Expressions using Language of
Japanese | idioms, and the names of parts feelings: expressions
yvojijukugo (UF# | of the human body, | using
=5 o < . A -
RR such as me E, te %3, ki % and kokoro i»
etc.

Under each expression is the literal translation and also an English equivalent.

For 2015, Level III students should learn the following:

EXW/AR A R/ S

To be hasty, rash, impetuous

EXWAE EWAPSEYA

To feel depressed, downtrodden, gloomy

KDV ERARSIATIA

To be timid

KT D X275

To be concerned about, worry about (something)
SR ZIZABDAN

To be generous, big-hearted, broad-minded

DAV Te ZIZANRWT

To be heart broken, pained (about something)

a2 Z T AT

(to do something) wholeheartedly, with one’s whole heart
TRy A ZIZAIEFEEN

To feel helpless, lonely, forlorn, uncertain, disheartened, etc.
TN ZIAIDID

To feel regret, reluctance



KN EDBDD ENEDBOD
To feel uneasy, to feel guilty

RUTAD SRV
To be pleased with, to like (something)

KIS ETD)D
To have something weigh on one’s mind, to be worried about (something)

SV A= O/ BB
To feel good, to be satisfied

DRV ZZANRMHDHUD
To be relieved of one’s worries

LR Tt ZZANRIT
To be warmed or snug, to have peace of mind

DERC Z2Z2A206<
To open one’s heart

BV 22 A2
Thoughtfulness, care, concern, consideration

Level IV students should learn the following in addition to all of the above:

R D FWIRD
To be uneasy or anxious, to have something weigh on one’s mind

Kahlsd FELED
To pay attention, be watchful

Rl T5H 5D TH
To be displeased, be offended

DN PILD ZZADBDID
To be hesitant, to be shaken

LDxbhbdsd Z2Axbbdb
To come together, to work in close cooperation

LDODFEFIZ ZZADFEFIT
To follow one’s heart’s desires/ one’s heart’s content
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4.8 Gitaigo/Giongo (Onomatopoeic Expressions)

The onomatopoeic expressions to be used in the 2015 Japan Bowl will come from the
following list. In some cases the moderator will read the expression in Japanese, and the
team must give the English translation or explain when and how it might be used. As the
questions become more challenging, students might be given an expression or shown a
picture and asked to complete a sentence using the most appropriate expression. They
might be asked to make their own sentence using the expression.

Level I1II students should learn the following:

WANA  FEhEd IINE I ThHIH
<HSD DADA Bl Ihvkh b
FEE Wk oo SbsL FiEk
I 9595 EAEA

Level IV students should learn the following in addition to those at Level III of
the above:

X515 bt bbby HEHELT OO
OFHF

4.9 Affective Expressions

Level III students should be able to understand and use the following affective
expressions:

XL HF o< EScH e SR
DONTIZ EoH DFED ERW/R Colx

Level IV students should be able to understand and use the following affective
expressions, in addition to those at Level III:

LA ToZXx < HET EITHnL AR el
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410 Aisatsu

Aisatsu are polite and generally “fixed” phrases that the Japanese use in particular situations. For
example, when a Japanese person leaves the house, (s)he will say 17> T % % 9. The person who
remains behind in the home will send them off by saying, 17> T\ 5 - L £ . Knowing when to use
and how to respond to these polite aisatsu phrases is an important part of interpersonal
communication in Japan.

Students learn some of the most elementary aisatsu during their first year of Japanese study. The
Japan Bowl therefore expects that the students have learned the following phrases during their first
and second year of study:

Level | Aisatsu phrases:

Bl nWET

ZATHIE

AR

BRTHBRIN

THoTEET -fToTWHoL W
TlEVWE -BOHr2D 7230
TS

BIFAZTT N

ITCOHELT

(AL BRABWLET
HOMWEHITZNWET /I ELE-EH 0 LELT

Level Il Aisatsu phrases:

WhelEEET - IhbEH>IETLE
BOLO IO TTH

BV

LoNWLET

Bl-ALEr 2> BOTEIZSWET
HLH L

THOALTEEN

BOXLAEY TT

£o2%

Level Ill students therefore are expected to know how to use and respond to the following phrases, in
addition to those at Levels | and ll:

TAF BOTEITIVET
TToZAh BODTELEIZEVET
TLlwo&A BOHTEIZTINET
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TEOErH BOTEIIINET
TKAHIIETLE
BonEETLE
I<WboLeWnE L
BULELET
EHDEBAYLTZEN

THIZHY N E Y ZTXWNWE L

QY ¥

Level IV students are expected to know how to use and respond to the following phrases, in addition
to those at Levels |, I, and IlI:

TLwIiLxroEETLE
BnirsET
BElIzLoWWET

il ZXWEFAN
DELRNE DO TT N
THERIELTWET/IRBY ET
FEHIZL>NWWLE L
EWHBHEEIZZ2ZD £ L
BENUAD £7
DELRNEDTTN
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5.0 Sample Questions

The following are actual questions that were used during the Preliminary Rounds at Level
ITI in a past National Japan Bowl. They show the wide range and style of questions used
during the Japan Bowl Rounds, as well as the way in which the questions are posed.

ON THE SCREEN:

MODERATOR:

ANSWER:

ON THE SCREEN:

MODERATOR:

ANSWER:

ON THE SCREEN:

MODERATOR:
your
ANSWER:

ON THE SCREEN:

MODERATOR:

ANSWER:

ON THE SCREEN:

MODERATOR:

ANSWER:

ON THE SCREEN:

MODERATOR:

ANSWER:

Picture of something wrapped in a furoshiki.

The Japanese often wrap gifts in a square cloth, like this.

What is the name of this cloth? Write your answer in hiragana.
SAHLE

A. Rice 1. Shizuoka
B. Tea 2. Hokkaido
C. Dairy 3. Niigata

Match the Japanese product with the region that is
famous for producing it:
A3, B1, C2

Woodblock print of the Satsuma Rebellion

Who was the leader of the Satsuma Rebellion of 1877? Write
answer in Romaji.

Saigo Takamori

Picture of a Shinto priest doing "oharai"

This priest is performing a common ritual. What does it
signify? Write your answer in English.

Purification / driving out evil spirits

Show a picture of O\272 A
March 3 in Japan is a special day for girls. What is the name of

this holiday? Write your answer in hiragana.
O Eo0  or B D5 <

A SERAARMTEELE,

B. KA H AT IEZ D BVNTT,

C. ¥EHAR T EnH Y A,

Choose the sentence closest in meaning to the following:
KREAARNICOTITEET,

C



ON THE SCREEN:

MODERATOR:

ANSWER:

ON THE SCREEN:

MODERATOR:
ANSWER:

ON THE SCREEN:

MODERATOR:
ANSWER:

ON THE SCREEN:

MODERATOR:
ANSWER:

ON THE SCREEN:

MODERATOR:

ANSWER:

ON THE SCREEN:

MODERATOR :

ANSWER:

ON THE SCREEN:

MODERATOR:

ANSWER:

ON THE SCREEN:

MODERATOR:
ANSWER:
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“Listen Carefully”

Please listen carefully and then write this sentence in English.
FED ZIRTT Lo TWHFEAEITIFALIATT,

The student who is sitting by/near the window is Keniji.

O LEDIZEARSAND A —LR o
A bH0EL,

B XL

C <hEli

What word should go in the blank?

B

5 LEx LTl 720 £ L,
In hiragana, fill in the blank with the appropriate verb.
N5D

Picture of one dog and three cats
BERTREBOEEZEZ TIEI, OLBRRTIEZTIEIN,
VWIRBRWNSTRE L RIVBIATENET,

Student arriving back home

When Japanese children come back home in the afternoon from
school, what is their mother likely to say? Write your answer in
hiragana.

BNZY 72 E W0

Picture of someone swimming

Please listen carefully. TILA AIFTKIKERLD T, FROT— /LT
HELTCWET, ARH2LEMERET—H 2000 A — MykEET,
WA < AT — RN T A — AR EE T |

10000 (A —FsV)

volunteer

This English word has become part of the Japanese vocabulary.
How do the Japanese write it? Write your answer in katakana.
RTTA4T

&

In kanji, write the names of any three colors.
Possible answers include: B2 HR&E



ON THE SCREEN:

MODERATOR:
ANSWER:

ON THE SCREEN:

MODERATOR:

ANSWER:

ON THE SCREEN:

MODERATOR:
ANSWER:
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DIZLOREZIZ, HPFSATT,
What is wrong with this sentence? Answer in English.
You should not call yourself “san.”

3

Using the kanji on the screen, write an expression which means
"be particular about, worry about, bother about, be concerned
about."

KUICT D, KT b

&

How many strokes are in this kanji?
12




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


